Gleason score 6 as well as pathologic T2 stage. The median number of removed lymph nodes was 14 in the PLND cohort; 17. 6% (n[1,714) of the patients with PLND harbored lymph node metastases. BCR-free rates were 64.2% vs. 50.5%, CR-free rates were 90.1 vs. 73.8% and CSM-free rates were 96.5 vs. 93.1%, at 120 months after RP for no PLND vs. PLND, respectively. After adjustment for pathologic covariables, PLND did not achieve independent predictor status for BCR, CR and CSM (all p>0.05). After 2:1 propensity score matching, BCR-free rates were 62.1 vs. 63.9%, CR-free rates were 88.8 vs. 90.0% and CSM-free rates were 96.9 vs. 96.4% at 120 months after RP for PLND and no PLND, respectively. Multivariable Cox regression models after matching revealed that PLND is no independent predictor for BCR, CR and CSM (all p!0.5).
INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES: Positive surgical margins (PSM) represent a poor prognostic factor at radical prostatectomy (RP). To investigate the impact of PSM, its length, the focality and the PSM Gleason, on biochemical recurrence (BCR) in organ-confined RP patients.
METHODS: Within a high-volume center database we identified patients who harbored organ-confined PCa at RP between 2010 and 2016. Only patients without lymph node invasion and without adjuvant or neoadjuvant treatment were included. Kaplan-Meier analyses and multivariable Cox regression models were used to test the effect of the PSM on the BCR risk.
RESULTS In multivariable Cox models PSM was an independent predictor for BCR (HR: 2.62, p<0.001). However, in subgroups with PSM, only !3mm PSM represented an independent predictor (HR: 1.93, p[0.04), while focality and Gleason at the margin were no significant predictors.
CONCLUSIONS: PSM represents an independent predictor for BCR in organ-confined PCa at RP. Moreover, Gleason !4 at the margin and !3mm PSM length were associated with worse BCR-free survival. Closer surveillance of patients with organ-confined PCa at RP and PSM can help to identify those who qualify for early salvage radiotherapy.
